RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
1884 Lord Rayleigh, who had stipulated when he accepted the Cavendish Professorship in 1879 that he must not be expected to hold it for more than five years, resigned the Professorship, and in December 1884 I was, to my great surprise and I think to that of everyone else, chosen as his successor. I remember hearing at the time that a well-known College tutor had expressed the opinion that things had come to a pretty pass in the University when mere boys were made Professors. I had sent in my name as a candidate without dreaming that I should be elected, and without serious consideration of the work and responsibility involved. When after my election I went into these, I was dismayed. I felt like a fisherman who with light tackle had casually cast a line in an unlikely spot and hooked a fish much too heavy for him to land. I felt the difficulty of following a man of Lord Rayleigh's eminence. I remembered that I had never given lectures at which experiments had to be performed, and that I had never taught any classes in practical physics. Happily my want of experience in this respect was made less harmful than it would otherwise have been by the kindness of Glazebrook and Shaw, who continued to take charge of the classes in practical physics which had been organised by them when Lord Rayleigh was Professor.
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